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Challenging Inequalities & Inequities
An Example of the DA's O�ce Addressing Inequality and Inequity in Our Communities

THE PROBLEM

THE SOLUTION
We at the DA's O�ice are committed to addressing the issue of illiteracy in our society for we 
believe education is fundamental right for all children, and literacy is the key to opening an 
abundance of doors of opportunity.

1/2 of all young adults with criminal records have reading problems1

7 out of 10 inmates in state prison perform at the lowest literacy levels2

California Department of Corrections has used 4th grade reading levels as a factor in 
determining the number of jail cells required in the future.3

The ACFJC 
developed 
KidZone/ 
Homework 
Helpers to assist 
young students 
with their 
homework and 
reading skills.

Through the DA's 
Truancy Court and 
Teen Truancy 
Mediation, young 
students and teens 
are linked with 
literacy and tutoring 
programs.

The DA's Justice 
Academy 
teaches literacy 
extension skills 
and public 
speaking with 
students 
preparing and 
presenting a 
final speech. 

We developed 
123Read to 
engage 
children from 
0-5 years in 
early 
development 
of language 
and literacy.

We established 
Natalie's Nook 
as a dedicated 
hub for child 
literacy 
programs at the 
ACFJC.

The ACFJC has 
partnered with the 

Alameda County 
Library for 

(Pop Up Library 
Services for Everyone), 

serving all ages and 
multiple languages.

These targeted 
programs 

ensure children 
receive 

educational 
support and 

opportunities 
that will 

prevent the 
cycle of 

incarceration.

The DA's O�ice recognizes that the issue of illiteracy is one of the major inequities in our 
community and has a significant impact upon those who are involved in the criminal 
justice system. 

1. http://www.reidlyon.com/edpolicy/10-MEASURING-SUCCESS-USING-ASSESSMENTS-
    AND-ACCOUNTABILITY-TO-RAISE-STUDENT-ACHIEVEMENT.pdf
2. https://nces.ed.gov/pubs94/94102.pdf
3. http://www.reidlyon.com/edpolicy/10-MEASURING-SUCCESS-US ING-ASSESSMENTS-
    AND-ACCOUNTABILITY-TO-RAISE-STUDENT-ACHIEVEMENT.pdf


